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R E AS O N 8 
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I. For Diſſenting from the Communion 
of the Church of England. 


. ; 


II Why Diſenters are not, nor cannot 
be mite of Scursm, in Sepa- 
rating from the Places of Publick 
Worſhip. And, 


III. Several Common OzJzcTIONs, 
brought by Churchmen againſt Diſ- 
Kae Anſwer'd. 


* . — 


By a True PROTESTANT: 


— — . —— — . Wo I oe  OOu_ 


n 


Ye ſhall ob ſerve to do As the Lord your God com- 
manded you; ye ſhall not turn aſide to the right 
hand or to the left, Deut. 5. 32. 

you 7 raiſe you, Brethren, that you remember me 

things, and keep the Ordinances, AS I de- 
Ng them to Jon, 1 Cor. 11. 2. 

If two Churches differ one from another, a Man 
is bound to joyn with that which appears moſt 
to retain its * . Dr. Stil. Iren. 
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OR as much as ſome of the Church of England 
lay on Diſſenters the heavy Charge of Schiſm, 
and many of them know not how to clear 
themſelves of that Charge : The following Pages 
are deſign'd, | 3 
1. To inform the more moderate of our Brethrgf 
in the Church of England, that we do not diſſel 
from the Church out of Stubbornneſs, or becauſe 
we love Contention; but from a tender Conſcience 
willing to keep the Ordinances, as well as the Do- 
ctrines of Jeſus Chriſt pure and intire; not daring 
to add to them, or diminiſh any thing from them, 


o 5 


under any Pretence whatſoever. n 
2. To furniſh well-meaning Diſſenters with plaig 
Reaſons for their common Practice: For we would 
have none go on Blindfold in Chriſtianity, or take 
up a Profeſſion among Diſſenters, becauſe their Fa- 
thers went before them in that Way, as if it were 
a Crime to ſtep out of their Path : But we believe, 
that as every one ought to be ready to give 4 Reaſon 
of the Hope that is in them, ſo they ſhould be ready 
to give a Reaſon of their Practice, in Religious Mat- 
ters: For every one ſhould be well perſwaded in 
their own Mind, that what they do may be done in 
Faith; for whatſoever it not of Faith, is Sin. He that 
takes up any Profeſſion, be it never fo good; only 
from Education, without examining of it in every 
part, is never like to be a uſeful, if ever he be a 


true Chriſtian. cy 
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5 R EAS ON 3 
W. diſſent from the Church of England, be- 


cauſe we do not look on it to be ſo Pure 
a Church as ſome others are. Al 
If any, by the Church of England, do underſia un | 
he whole Nation, we declare We know no 
Church. But if any take the Church of England I tc 
particular Pariſh Aſſemblies, or Congregations, | 
en we do not ſay but ſome, of them may be true t 
urches, tho' they may be defective in Doctrine WW # 
Diſcipline; {242 Man that hath loſt his Hands 
to J cork, and his Feet to walk, and his Eyes to ſee, 
is a true Man, tho' defective ) And yet, we think, 1 
we have ſufficient Warrant for our Practice in di- 1 
ſenting from them. For we do for our Souls, as : 
they and we do for our Bodies: If we are Sick, we : 
Keb out a en leE he kills, inſtead } * 
f cnring, us n we want Food, we take care 
to buy that which is wholſome, ſuch as will nouriſh 
us. If we remove our Habitation, we chooſe out 
' good wholſome Air; not an unhealthy, ſickly 
lace. If we chan ge our Ser vants, we ſeek others 
that are skilful, faithful and diligent; not ſuch as 
are either ignorant of their Work, or lazy j js ** 
or ſuch as care for nothing but their Wages: T 5 
can any juſtly blame us, if we take as much care f 
our Souls, which are of more value? When many 
ſpeak of the Church of England, they think of 15 
ning elſe. but the Place of Divine Worſhip and 
they are ſtrengthned in this Error, by the indu- 
ſtrious Prieſtcraft of deſigning Men: For they know 
that the Greek Word, ſo often uſed for Church [ia 
1 New Teſtament] alw ays ſignifies the People met 
rogether, 


r 
together, not the Place where they meet, Aar 14:27, 
1 Cor. 14. 23. But their deſign herein is to maße 
the unthinking People believe, that if 285 oye 
that Place,. they eaſe the Church of God Be) 

But the Place of Worſhip Tealled the Church] 

1. Cannot be the Church which Chriſt Cure anal 
with his own Blood, and which Minifters are Char- 
ged to Feed, A420. 28. 

2. It cannot be the Church that bronghit the 
Apoſtle on in his Way, Act, 15. 3. 

3- It cannot be the Church in an Houſe, C6716, to. 

4. It cannot be the Church that was to be ſhokeh 
to, and that was to ſpeak to others, Matt. 18017. 

5. It cannot be that Church, which is ſaid to be 
the Body of Chriſt, and of which Jeſus N 35 the 
Head, COLIFIE... 1 

. What then is the Church? 28 
A. © The Viſible Church is a Gage of 
te Faithful Men, met together to Worſhip God 3 
ec which the pure Word of God is preact'd, a 
* the Sacraments be duly miniſtred, accordi 
ce Chriſt's Ordinance, in all thoſe things that ol bo 
© ceſlity are requiſite to the ſame. 

(This is-the 19th Article of the Church of Eng- 
land.) -Wherein obſerve, © _ 

I. The Viſible. Church is a Congregation: - therefore 
not a Whole Nation: For when did the Church of | 
England [ſo conſider'd] meet tagether in one Con- 
gregation? By their own Words, the Viſible Church 
muſt be no more than can meer tegether, to Wor- 
mip God, in one Place, otherwiſe I's not a Con- 
gregation. 

II. The Article ſaith, it is a Congregation or 
Faithful Men, (i. e. of Believers in Chriſt.) The 
Clergy know whether, in this matter, they Act ac- 
cording to their Articles; or whether ſaying the 
Creed will not do. 

III. It is a Congregation where the . Word n 
God. is preach'd. Here the Article affirms, that 
what 


1 


what they Preach muſt be * Pure Word of Gul. 

Not an Oration of the excellent Conſtitution. of 
the. Church, or of Paſſive Obedience, or an Ex- 
clamation againſt Schiſm, or a Diſcourſe of Morg- 
lity, or only exclaiming againſt ſuch Vaces as the 
very Light of Nature condemns. 

But.to Preach the Pure Word of God, is to Preach 
Feſus Chriſt, and Sinners need of an lntereſt in him, 
and of his Juſtifying Righteouſneſs, and to map- 
nify the Riches of Divine Grace in Man's Salvati- 
on: It is to Preach the Doctrines of Faith, Repentance, 
Regeneration and Santtification, and the Neceſlity of 
the Power of the Spirit of God, in order to all theſe, 
Theſe are the Doctrines that Diſſenters Preach, and 
thus they Preach moſt agreeable to the Pure Word 
of God, and the 39 Articles of Religion: Therefore, 
tho' we are called Diſſenters, yet many, that keep 
in the Church of England, are Diſſenters more than 
we; For we Diſſent only from indifferent Things (as 
they call them) but they Diſſent from their own 
Articles of Faith. 

IV. The Sacraments muſt be duly Adminiſtred, 
according to Chriſt's Ordinance. 


V. In Adminiſtration of the Ordinances of Chrif | 


there muſt be no unneceſſary things impo ed on Aen. 
Of. Rag two laſt, need * rol 

But by the way, ſince the Article faith, That the 
Pure Word of God muſt be Preachid, it may not he 
amiſs, here, to take a little Notice of the common 
Preachers of the Word in the Churches. 
Many of the Miniſters of the Church ot England 
are Men of great Learning and Parts; but, it 1 eems, 
that the moſt of them have little enough, and yet 


have more than Any of them make 852 uſe of, yon 


have their picture drawn to the Life, and it would 
£70 afright a n to behold it, tho? drawn 
by a Skilful Hand. Bl ſhop Burnet, New Pref. p. 5.6. 


[For whoſe plainneſs, in expoſing. their hateful 


wy ſhameful Ignorance and ldlenchs, Ffome of the 
Clergy 


=. ome ²˙ d . , HE ya fr 


1 
Clergy Curſe him Bitterly.] His Words are theſe : \ 
e Gur Ember-Weeks Kate the - when preachers 
« Grief and Burden of my Life: are Ordain'd, 
« The much greater Part of thoſe” 
« who come to he Ordain'd;are ignorant to a Degree 
« not to be apprehended by thoſe who are not ob- 
« lig d to know it: The eafieſf part of Knowledge, is 
ce that to which they are the greateſt Strangers; I 
mean the plaineſt Parts of the Scriptures, Which 
ce they ſay, in excuſe of this Ignorance, that their 
« Tutors in the Univerſity” never mention'd the 
« Reading of them: So that they can give'no 3 
count, or at leaſt but a very imperfect one, of t 
4 Contents, even of the Goſpels., Thoſe who have 
Read ſome few Books, yet never ſeem to haveRead 
the Scriptures: Many cannot give a tolerable Ac- 
tt count, even of the Catechiſm'it ſelf, how Short 
ee and Plain ſoeyer : They cry, aud think it a ſad 
<« Diſgrace to be deny'd Orders, tho? the Ignorance 
« of ſome is ſuch, that in a well regulated ſtate of 
de things, they would appear not knowing enough 
“to be admitted to the Holy Sacrament; this does 
« often tear my Heart. The Caſe is not much bet. 
© ter in many, 'who having got into Orders, come 
«© for Inſtitution, and cannot make it appear, that 
ce they have read theScriptures, or any one good Book, 
e ſince they were Ordain'd.” Thus far the Biſhop: - 
We dare not truſt our Precious Souls with ſuch 
Guides: For how can they ſhew us the Way of Sal- 
vation, who cannot tell what the Goſpels contain? 
But ſuppoſe theſe were all very ned Men, 
(Which cannot be granted) yet they have little 
need of it, provided they can Read right z for all 
have their Prayers made for them, and many of them 
their Sermons too. e 
We honour Humane Learning much; but we do 
not count him the beſt Miniſter that hath the great- 
eſt Stock of that; but the Man who, with it, hath 
moſt Grate and Spiritual Experience; who — 
2 | eius 
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nchen. and whoſe Miniſtry God moſt ns 


r the Converſion, of Sinners, and Building uf 
Believers in their moſt Holy Faith; and who himſelf 
lives a Holy Life. We believe that Miniſters had 
better be detective in Humane Learning, than in 
the Grace of God , therefore, when we chooſe x 
Paſtor, we do not 20 555 who Ordaig'd him? Or, 
What Garments does he wear? But, What Doctrines 
does he Preach? What. Life does he Lire? And, 
are there any Signs of Gad's ſending him? Kar 
Does he Preach.in. the Church, or. in 4 Barn? But, 
Whether his Preaching be in Demogftration of the 
Hirt and of Poner r 
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DES HSV Gr 244 TIA 15 | 9; Duc: £5.957 28 
We Diſſent from the Church of England, becapſe 
We cannot take the Common-Prayer-Book for our 
Rule gf Worſhi g.. 
5 L Becauſe it orders the Reading of much of the 
Apocrypha (inſtead of the Pure Word of God), here- 
id are many things very Fabulous, and we think 
Untruths, things that Adminiſtar Queſtions, rather 


— * 


tbas Godly Ediſying, which is in Faitb. 


4 


"I 23 
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2. Becauſe: it, appoints all Perſons, Religiouſly, 
to. obſerve above an Hund red and Eifty Days in the 
Year, as Holy-Jime, beßides all Sabbath - Days. 
Me count the Sabbath of the Lord Honourable; We 
alſo Religiouſly obſerye Occaſional Days of Prayer 
and Thankſgiviag, but cannot Bind our ſelyes Re- 
ligioully to obſerve: what we have no Divine War- 
rant, for: But are rather forbid: the touching of. 
Gal. 4. 9, 10, 11. But now, after that ye haue knows 
Sed, &. How turn ye ag ain to the Weak and Beggorly 
Eleinents, whereunto ye deſire ag ain to he in Bondage R 
obſerve Days and Months, and Times and Tears. I am 
afraid ef you, leaſt Ii have beſtow'd; on (you Labour in 


* 9 
vain. nig 109 404 
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A nenen | 
3. Becauſe thereby are impoſed on all Miniſters 
Forms of Prayers. If it be granted (as we think 
n | | there 
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there is no feafon) that our Lord: Jeſus Chriſt made 
1 Form of Prayer for his Diſciples to be uſed 
Word for Word, without alteration, yet, by What 
Rule do any Men do fo for others, and then im- 
poſe them upon them for their conſtant Uſe?: 
We haye a Promiſe of the Spirit of Grate” and ef 
Supplications, Zech. 12. 10. But no Promiſe of the 
help of the Spirit, to any Man or Men to make 
Forms for others. eee 
If ſome uſe them in Sincerity, and can bring 
God no better, I believe God will accept them z 
but if we have a better Offering to bring, we muſt 
not offer that which coſts us not bing. 
If we tye up our ſelves to Forms, How can we 
ſay as St. Paul, Rom. 8. 26. We know not what we 
ſould pray for, as we ought.? They that pray by a 
Book, know; to a Word, what they ſhould pray 
for: If they have their Book, Light, Sight, and 
Learning enough to read it; they never need to be 
at a loſs about the matte. Te A 
What if ſome Miniſters need theſe Forms? Let 
ſuch Parſons yſe them, that cannot do without 
them: But why muſt ſtrõng Men tye up their Legs, 
that they may uſe Stilts too? This is to neglect, and 
not to ſtir up the Gift of God that is in them, 2 Tim. 
1. G. a 13 ene „ ien 
We never read, in all the Word of God, of any 
ſuch Cuſtom, as praying by Book; tho' we read of 
the Prayers of Abraham, Jacob, Fob, Moſes, Samuel, 
David, Soloman, Eliſha, Iſaiah, Hexeliab, Feremi ah, 
Jona, Daniel, Ezra; Nehemiah; and of the Apoſtles. 
Doth an hungry or ſtarving Man want a Form 
before him, to tell his Wants by? We ſnould que- 
{tion whether that Beggar was not a Cheat, who 
could not tell his'caſe, without reading of it out 
of his Book. If the Churches took due care to 
chooſe able Miniſters, this Grievance would be laid 
aſide: Or if it wete left indifferent, as indifferent 
things ſhould be, that thoſe mig ht uſe them, that could 
B . 


not 


(rs) 


hot Pray without them, Men would; for ſhame, take 
up 'another Practice. The Forms of Prayer: and 
Books of Homilies, were both compos'd to wel 

the (poor Tools of) Prieſts, at our firſt coming k 
from Popery: For the Prieſts were ſo Ignorant.that 
they could neither Pray nor Preach. ' But now, ſince 
in the Church, we have Men of more Learning and 
better Parts, Why muſt they claim this Benefit of th 
Clergy? And why muſt the Homilies be laid afide, 

and not the Forms of Prayer? 

We verily think that thoſe who have the help of 
the Spirit of God to Preach, have his help alſo to 
Pray; but if they want the Spirit of Grace and 118 
out ion, they are not fit to Preach. 

 Ohj. 1. That Promiſe of the help of the Spirit of 
God in Prayer, is to raiſe our Affections, and to 
draw out Grace to its exerciſe in Prayer. 
' -  Axſw. We allow it Heartily; but that is not ah 
nor the principal thing intended: : For the Promiſe 
is concerning the matter, as well as the manner: The 
Apoſtle, Rom. 8. 26. ſpeaking of God's fulfilling that 
Promiſe, Zech. 12. 10. doth not ſay, We know not 
bow to Pray, but what to Pray for. 

But in tying up our ſelves to Forms, we mut d 
the Work of the Spirit, as to the matter; and if we 
thus limit the Holy One of Iſrael, how can we promiſe 
our ſelves his help in the other? This ſeems, to us, 
like offering with ſtrange Fire, 

Obj. 2. The way of praying by Book, hath been 
of very long ſtanding in the Church. 5 

Anſw. But the way that Diſſenters take in prayer; 
hath been uſed Two Thouſand Years before ever 
there was any Book in the World, and very proba- 
ble, many more Thouſands before it Neame 4 
Cuſtom for Chriſtians to Pray by Book. ' © * 
Obj. 3. But when we addrefs our ſelves to God, 
we ſhould uſe the moſt decent Expreſſions. 
Anſw. It is very true, we ſhould Worſhip with 
Reverence and Godly Fear ; But it is the Heart, not 


fine 


we - 
ve 


3; — 


ſine Words, or elegant Expreſſions, that God looks 
at; if the Heart be upright with God, in Prayer, 
and if it be done in Faith, God can, and will aver- 
look an Hundred flips of the Tongue, and hear 
Prayer, tho' it be as Hezekiab's, Mai. 38. 14. like the 
chattering of a Crane or a Small. 
© 0bj. 4. Diſſenters are liable to vent falſe Doctrines 
by their way of Praying  ;7 1 

 Anſw. So may thoſe that kee rift to a Form; 
Witneſs that daily Petition 5; the Church, ““ Re- 
t member not, Lord, the Offences of out Fore-fathers. 
What is truly intended in it, we do not diſpute; 


but it looks ike Praying for the, Dead. So does _ 


Form ſavour of Error, in the Order for Baptiſm, 
that places Pardon of Sin in Regeneration, inſtead 
of the. Merits of Chriſt. eee 8 
06. 5. Dills ters Prayers are often Incoherent. 
Anſw. So may Forms of Prayer be too. Take 
one inſtance 1a their own Words: 3 
Almigbty and everlaſting God, who alone 'workeſt 
4 , pe ſend down upon our Biſhops and Curates, 
Ke, thy Grace. Muſt we fay, that it would be 7 
great Marvel, if God ſhould ſend down his Grace on 
Biſhops. and Curates? Then where. is the Coherence 
of. that Prayer? ee deere, fer 
Obj. 6. For want of a Form, Diffenters Prayers 
are ſometimes very unintelligible, the People kthow 
not what they intend, by ſome of their Petitions.” 
Anſw. 59,,may ſet Forms be tog. Let their own 
Kore) be- WakgelFs... hs: 
; : 5\ Thoſe things which for our Unmorthyneſs,we dare nat 
CC b nur Plen We , 
. i ak, and which f Y Our Blindneſs, we cannot ak, vouch- 


- 
* 


* 


ae to give us, &c. with many others like i. 
05. 7. For want of a Form of Prayer, Diſſenters 


are often guilty of many Tautologies, or Repetiti- 


De,, EIS 

Anſw. Not half ſo often as thoſe that uſe a Form: 
For they ùſe the ſame Petition ſix, eight, ten or 
twenty times over; this ſeems. to  crols that Com- 
wen a een, YT FT OT 


ee e 
mand, Mat. G. 2. When thou prayeſt, uſe not vain Ne 
petitions, as the Heathen do: For they think that they ſhaft 
be heard for their much ſpeaking, i Kings 18.26. 


REASON III. A 
We cannot join with the Church of England in 
their Order for Baptiſm. + 1: 

1. We except againſt that Human Ordinance, 
Signing with the Croſs. BENS Hf | 

Alt is ordered to be done, In token that hereafter 
they ſhall not be aſhamed to confeſs Chriſt cracified, 
And ſo they make the Croſs a Sacrament ; for by 
their own Definition of a Sacrament; it is made an 
© outward and viſible Sign of inward and ſpiritual Grace. 
We want a Warrant from the Word 8f God for 
it, before we can uſe it in Faith. It ſmells of the 


Veſſel whence it was drawn. And we wonder 
why this is not laid aſide, as well as Salt, Cream and 


Spittle, ſtill uſed in Baptiſm by the Papiſts. 

2. By the Form of Baptiſm in the Church of 
England, Parents are not ſuffered to Covenant with 
God for their own Children: But others muſt do 
it, tho' they be Strangers, and may never ſee the 
Child again: Nay, they muſt be other Perſoxs, tho? 
the Parents were Gracious, and the Godfathers 
and Godmothers were Wicked; and fo are more 


. 


likely to neglect their Charge. 


Obj. Godfathers and Godmothers were in Uſe 
under the Law, as Witneſſes at Circumciſion. + 


_ -Anſw. Belides the Circumciſer, there were two 


Perſons made uſe of; a Woman, whoſe work it was 
to carry the Child from the Mother to the Place of 
_ Circumciſion, and back again to the Mother; and 
a Man to hold the Child in his Lap while it was 
Circumciſed; but neither of them promiſed any 
thing for the Child, as theſe now do. | 


rz. The Godfarhers and Godmothers are forc'd to 


Promiſe what is in the Power of no Creature on 
Earth or in Heaven to Perform, That the Child ſhall 
EE ST | F renounce 
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— 
tmounee the Devil and all his Works, and tonſtantly bes 
live God's holy Word, and obediently keep' al bis' Com- 
mand ments, and walk in the ſame all the Days of his 
Life. And when all this is done, it is what che moſt 
F them never mind, either for themſelves-or the 
Child. Or, if they think of their Promiſes, how dare 
they put themſelves in the Place of God 2 Whoſe 
Work it is, alone, to change the Heart, and work 
Faith in it; and to cauſe Men to walk in his Sta- 
tutes, and keep his Commandments, and — chem, 
Ezek. 36. 27. 2 

4. We ſee no reaſon to believe, that every Child 
baptized with Water, is alſo regenerated by the 
ſpecial Grace of God, as they expreſs in err or 


| der for Baptiſm, in theſe Words; 


Me call upon thee for this Infant, that he coming to thy 
my_ Baptiſm, may receive Remiſſion of Sins, by Kis 


Reg enerat ion. 

The Word of God tells us, that Remiſſion of Sins 
is only by the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt, not by Water- 
Baptiſm, nor by Spiritual Regeneration. So that there 
is a double Error in this Form, and they themſelves 
have prov'd both of them ready to our hands, in 
the Order for the Communion z where they have 
theſe words, In Remembrance of ChriſP s meritorious 
Croſs and Paſſion, whereby, alone, we obtain Remiſſion 
of Sins, and are made Partakers of the 164 ＋ 
Heaven. 

5. In the order for Baptiſm they aſſert, That ir | 
is clear, from the Word of God, that Children bap Mae 
and dying in their Infan fancy, before they commit 
Sim, are undoubtedly ſ. 

It is not clear 4 ns, nor can they ewe it in all 
the Word of God. But Human Inveations com- 
monly favour of Human Infirmities. e eee 


N e W. ; 2 lo 
We cannot join with the Church of England in 


Þ. Becauſe 


the Lord's * 55 


Gin 
1. Becauſe they order every one to kneel at their 
receiving it. It is the Cuſtom of the Papiſts to do ſo, 
and their Reaſon. is, Becauſe they believe that 
Bread, after Conſecration, is the very Body 
Chriſt: But, if it be not ſo, it looks like 5 
to kneel before it. But becauſe; this was not - the 
Cuſtom of the Apoſtles, [but ſitting, Matt. 26. 20, 
26. J And ns we are bid to abſtain from all ap- 
pearance of Evil; therefore we reject it. 

2. Becauſe they order the Sacrament to be ad- 
miniſtred to the Sick; and permit it to be done to 
two or-three Perſons, when there is no Church pre- 
ſent. Becauſe this Ordinance ſhould be edminiſtred 
only in the Church; and becauſe this Cuſtom ſpri 
from the ſame ground with ſaying private Maſs in 
Houſes, and having no Warrant from the Word 
of God; therefore moſt of the reformed Rn 
rejected it, and therefore ſo do we. 
3. Becauſe Perſons are allow'd to come to that 
Holy Ordinance, to qualify themſelves for Places of 
Truſt or Profit. This is a horrid Prophaning ofa 
moſt Sacred Ordinance, that was never deſigned, bo 
ſer ve inſtead of a Licenſe. 


0 


4. Becauſe they ordinarily admit 2 Perſon- to 
that Ordinance that deſires it. And more; for, they 


order the Miniſter to invite all to it, that are 
preſent at hearing the Word, in this manner, Ox 
ſuch a Day we are to adminiſter the Holy Coms 
unto which, in God's bebalf,” I bid you all here preſent. 
How this is done in God's behalf, we are at a loſs, 
till we find a Warrant for it in the Word of God. 

Are all that come to Church fit to go to the Table 
of the Lord? Whether they are or not, they muſt 
be all invited; It's manifeſt thar many of themogo 
thither but for their Hire. And it's manifeſt that 
many of them are very unfit to go to that holy 
Ordinance ; en 

1. Becauſe chey are deſtitute. of ſaving. Know- 
ledge a and Tn, — are Strangers to true Repenr 


Lance . 
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5 
tance and fpiritual Regeneration. Be ſure, ſuch 
cannot diſcern the Lord's Bady, but muſt Eat and 
Drink unworthily, tho? they ay ee are in Cha- 
rity with alt Men. d 91.195 21146 

2. Many of them live very wicked Lives; Swear 
and be Drunk the ſame Night, and oft in the Weeks 

To adminiſter the Holy;Commnnion'toduch, is 


q e 9 "In? . « ths 0 
, * 
: : 


to caſt that which is 9 to Pu which we are ex- 


fT ftr 28 3197 9 
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We diſſent fools the Church of England, becauſe 
the generality of the Prieſts diſſent from their old 
Doctrines, and chr chief of the Thirty Nine Arti- 
cles of Religion; as may be ſeen by comparing their 
Preaching and Writings now, with the Writings 
of their old Godly Miniſters, in the Reign of Queen 
Elixabeth, and the Ninth, Tenth, Eleventh: Thir- 
teenth and Seventeeth Articles of the Church of 
England, and with the Nine Articles of Lambeth. 
Thus, they force us, either to diſſent 1 
or from the old Doctrines: We chooſe to 
the good old Way. And hence the Church of England - 
i beholden 1 ut to keep their ola Dei ee fer them. 


_— "I to do. 


Dr. Edward's Preacher... „ tabs $1 
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We except againſt two things, eſpecially in 
Orderfor the Burial of the Dead. He 


1. They thank God for taking them away (Bad a as 
well-as Good) we dare not do this at ao Burial 
of many; becauſe we fear they die in their Sins, 
Strangers to Chriſt, true Faith, and real Holineſs. 
As we have no Warrant for ſuch an Univerſal 
Form, ſo none but an Enemy, or a Covetous Le- 
gatee; will heartily ſay Amen. 

2. Nor can we ſay (as they do) of erery one; 
(even the vileſt Wretches that they Bury) that 
*We' W * and certain Hope of their Reſurrectioꝝ 


* t eternal Life; for we verily think we ſhauld of. 
ten ſpeak againſt our Conſciences, and the Perſwa. 
ſion of maſt that hear us. We believe the Doctrine 
of the Reſurrection; but do not believe every one 
ſnalf riſe to Erefnal Life, Dan. 12. 2. Thoſe that, 
believe the Doctrine of Purgatory, have much more 
colour of Reaſon for tlieir uſe of this Form than we. 
Reaiyon: VI 14 4 
We withdraw from the Communion of the 
Church of England, becauſe we cannot allow of ſuch 
Officers in tht Church, as Dioceſan, or Lord Biſtops. 
As they are Lords, we honour them as Officers of 
State; but not as Biſhops in the Chur. 
We own all faithful Paſtors of Par ticular Congre- 
gations to be Scriptural Biſhops, and the Scriptures 
know no other. Our Lord jeſus Chriſt for bad it; 
Mar. 10. 42, 45 · Ye know that they wbich are accounted 
so Kale over the Gentiles, exerciſe Lordſhip oven them, 
And their great ones exerciſe Authority upon them, bit 
ſo it ſhal not be among yon; but whoſoever will be Great 
among yon, ſhall be your Miniſter; and whoſoever A. 
mong you will be the Chiefeſt, ſhall be Servant uf all; &c. 
and as the Scriptures know no ſuch Office, ſo the 
Firſt and Pureſt Ages of Chriſtianity knew no ſuch 
Office in the Churches. * 
Athanaſius is ſaid to he Biſhop of Alexandria, (and 
a Biſhop he was) but not a Dioceſan Biſhop # for 
he had no more Chriſtians in his Community than 
might meet in one place. We read of abundance 
of Biſhops in the Hiſtories of the Church, for a- 
bove 300 Years after Chriſt : But none of them 
could be Dioceſan Biſhops; becauſe many of them 
were not above ſix, ſome five, ſome four, ſome 
three, and ſome but two Miles one from another. 
Theſe were as near as our Pariſh-Miniſters are one 
to another. But, more than that, we read of two 
Bi(bops, in their Biſbopricks, in the ſame City, at the 
ſame Tin; not ſetting up in Oppoſition one to 
* another, 


werbe but, hy the, TY. both, 28 well as of 
the People.” * Thus it was af evuſalem, at Antioch 
and, Epheſus; ſo t at; their Biſhops were "bee Presbya 


ters, Elders 01 125 tors of patticutat* Rr 
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We cles low ak "Ih beigen 1 Parrot 
ſhould impoſe” 1 Fafiot up on any Park! '| without 
the Conſent and Choice a af the 850 vr But are 
willing to uſe e which God hath given 
us; that Wo for the People to chooſe their own 
Paſtor, wo The fulleſt Words that the Greek Rü- 
te thors We for all the Parts of Election ; "as,"tv 
te propo ſe, to name, bo chooſe, to decree; are (in 
te Churen l n ply'd 10 the Pet ple fo chat 
« jn the Prichltiy Chute, i the People de, 
Uname, ck& aud decree, as Sette as 19 Cle ergy 3 
p and cho the Presbyters had more Skill to gel gt, 
ze yet the People had as wach. Right to chooſ chelf 


Thus, Fuſed Year: after Chriſt's Aſceſ ion, 
the Council of Nice decreed; that “ If any 
te deceaſe, any N recodeibd to the Egg, 
3 he 5% #529. royided they be worthy, and the 
e people do chooki them. Should any one Man en- 


& own Paſtors. 


profs! to himſelf, and his Heirs, the Power te im- 


poſe upon every Woman in the Pariſh, ſich a Hu- 

and as he, or they think kr; it would be counted 
an intolerable Impofition: We look on this Cuſtom 
of impoſing a Paſtor upon a Church, without the 
People Choice and Conſent, to have a very near 


LE to, it. 
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Wie diffent ftom the Church of England; berate 
we think it wants Godly Diſcipline* This [as to one 
pa articular Branch] the Church confeſſeth every 

ear; and this Conteſſion hath been a Form to them 
theſe Hundred Years, without alteration. It hardly 
looks like Sincerity, but there it ſtands vert 

G 1. For 
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„ DiFipline was put into other, hands, and an 


There; little Crimes are ſometimes puniſhed hea- 
vil, as not wearing of the Surplice; and great 
ongs gome off lightly, or, it may be, are never en- 
quixed into, or are winked at; as the he or 
.Curate's. being Prunk two or three times à Week, or 
Swearing at every other Sentence; it is as the Lay- 
men pleaſe. Whether, there, Money will anſwer all 
things, we ſhall not enquire; but, be muß, it will 
anſwer, the Place of Repentade z, fot ben the 
Honey is paid, the Offender is, again, a good 
I - 1. 14045 ok 
If any Man, Proſecuted in the Biſhop's Court, 
gives any ſigns of Repentance, why is he not re- 
ſtor dito his Place without Money? Why do they 
Make a Gain of their Brother's Sins? 299, if he 
does not give any ſigus of Repentance, how comes 
his Money to anſwer the Place of Repentancet ?_ 
If Money, will admit Perſons into the Communi- 
on ot the Church of England, we. hope it never ſhall 
into our Churches: if ſuch an Offender mg 

offer 


a. 4 | 
Fang 


/ 


| 


offer his Money to us, on ſuch an Account, we 


(19) 


ſhould think St. Peter's Anſwer ko Simon Nag us; 
did, in ſome ſort; błlong to him, ( Thy Money 
4 riſh with thee; becauſe thou thoughreſt-the ift 
« of God: might be purchafed-with Money; thy 
« Feart is nat uptight with God ; thou wn n the 
© Gall of Bitterneſs, and Bond'of Svquity-" b. 
RAI SOM dt N des 
We leave the 'Communion of thei Church of 
England, becauſe! it hath often ſhewn''a per ſeuting 
Spirit in it. We never Read that the Church öf 
Chriſt did Ferſecute others; but Jeſus Chriſt told 
his Diſciples they muſt expect it: They that live God- 
ly in Chriſt Ice en ſuffer Pei ſerut on. This hath, 
been juſt matter of o tous, that Difſtuttrs, 
that live Hoheſtly, Quietiy, Soberly and Godly a- 
Mong them, have fuffer d much erde the Chr 
"gland by Fines and Imptiſonments, aud Have 
ated — {ame time that Swearers, Druh- 
— c. have been free from Trouble, and 
ſpoken kindly to, provided they didi but own em- 
ſelves to be of the Church. 
0j. Diffenters may thank themſelves for their 
own Stubbornneſs, for the N are but in- 
different thing. 
Anſw. W by chen do they nat - them. indif- 
ferent ;/ 5. 6. ther Men will uſe them or not: 


Why do- they make them Terms, not Wy of Com- 


munion, hut of Salvation; for. they. tell us, chat 
Schiſm, on this Account, is 4 Damnivy Sin, 45 much 
4 Murder or Adultery. It is ſtrange, to us, how 
it ſhou'd be as dangerous to break the Laws of Mar, 
as it is to break the Laws of G. But this is-a-peal 
truth, that many warm Churchmen are more cyre- 
ful to avoid the Worſhip of Diſſenters, han hey 
are to avoid the Sins of Murder or Adultery. This 


is far from that Chriſtian Spirit, 1 Cor. 8. 23s Cong 


eat no Fleſh while me n Jadeth, leſt Jn wake w wy 
Bragher to 7 7255 8 . A $6.3) F 
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\ That which: Miniſters deliver to the Churches 
they muſt, firſt, receive of the Lord, 1 Cor. 12, 23. 
indes ate very. jealous af their Soveralgn 
Rights and Priyileges; and, we believe, the Lord 
Jefus Cbriſt is ſo' of hs; and that ſuch Officious 
Intruders, will, one day, hear him ſay, Who bath 
required theſe things/at- your hands? 

* » Eſpecially, when by ſuch Humane Ceremonies 
they keep many a Child of God out of the Church, 
tho we and they too, have an expreſs Charge, not 
to have any thing to do with ſuch things, Gai. 5. i. 
St and faſt in he Liber qa <tpane Chriſt hath made ut 
free; and be not entang ain in the Toke of Bondage. 

„Af God hath tans 3 the Yoke of Jewiſb Ceres 
monies, he never intended that Men ſhopld vent 
Dew ones, which tend to Superſtition. 

We believe that a Serpent — Bratz, hen it hath 
the Stamp of God's Authority om it, is better than 


a Golden Calf of Men's e the. one N 
g the other Hurts. +116 6» 
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9 2 Six Reaſons mby. Beer ary 
nt, nor cpmot be gut) of Schuſm, in 

a5 0 from. the "Chr of Engl and. 


| bud 1 
_— 36 2:  SCHISM is Uſed, | och 34 
1. don [Breach of Union in the Church; thus, 
"thoſe that abide in the Church, may be guilty 
pr Schiſm, more than choſe that/Peaceably leave itz 
while they that remain in it, make Diviſions and 
Parties, differing about Do&rines, e. this! is e 

„the Body, 1 Cor. 12-25. 
y "it 1 pſed for any Cauſeleſs Seperitt ion foi N 


Chiroh 28 Peact able departure f an any u Turn is 


not 
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pot Schi; ; or when ciſco br wn 

its Communion. ,. Ying 
But my preſent buſineſs pitta o proves tilt Gn 

in the ſenſe of the Church, ters p ar tt Sante ; 
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Tbe createlt part of the Body of Diſſenters: . 
Living, never were Members of 1 Euler 
land; they never broke off rom it, and therefore 
775 uilty of Schiſm. 8 

bj. Bur they were Born in” Englayd, KT; * 

Cnc of England is a National Church. VP, 

: Anſw. The Church of Chriſt was not {6 
read of ſeven diſtin& Churches in the leit 
Rev 1. 4. And of the Churchts of f Judea, which w 
once a National Church, Gab. 1. 22. id 

If our being Born in England makes us Church 
Members, then, in order to any one's * to 
the Lord's Supper, it need not be a we yen 
Faith? &. but, Where was you Born? | | 
Obi. But ſome of you gave your Conſe Conſent to be 
Members of the Church of England. 5 
Ayu ſw. It is true, and ſo we here ente indeed; 
but better vaderſtandin, the Doctrines und 'Dif- 
cipline of Chriſt's Church, and Chriſtiaq' TIN: 
ty, we have made no unlawful Rent ĩn the Church 
but have Peaceably join'd our felves to other Chur 
ches, where we are better ſatisfied, as St. Paul, Oal. 
Jo 13, 1451551 16, by hig own Example bas taught v Vs. 

Ik the 8 COAST broth eaſitte, uren 

the pirit q is, in great m 5 

ted from any, Church, Fe Ne a we may Diſſent from 
it, without being guilty of Schiſm ; for Schiſm 


1s a cauſleſs Separation from any Church: But 


if this be true, our Separation is not catifieſs. - 

ue ſt. But how ſhall w Jane ge of this matter? 
Anſw. 1. If there be no Converſion-Work in the 
Cllurch, then the Spirit of God is withdrawn from 


it: Glorious t hings bave been ſpoken 7 that n of 2 
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many have. been: Born in her. B vt, now. Fame of 
ſt Miniſters fark Eurch hape confeſs? d, that 


= e Vears den in their Par iſh, they 


now. not of one converted in al bat tim 


Tf there be no moving Gf the Waters, f vain lo 


—_ look ſor healing at ſuch a Pool. 
Rag enerality, both of Miniſters and Peop i 
ch Doctrine, and look for no ſuch chi 5 
as Spiritual Refa tren; or being Born apai 
after Baptiſm (in fnfancy) by the Spirit of God; 
through the Word; or if moſt look on this Do- 
rine, as Prethyter;an-Cant, we conclude err are 
8 to any Experience of the thing 
are Strangers to the plain Goſpel 95 955 
Fs Jahn 3-3,5.] and that therefore we hive 
ſufficient Reaſon to attend on the Miniſtry, where 


the Doctrine of the New-Birth is preached, and 


where the Truth is experienced, and where Mi- 
niſters can tell convinced Souls what they ſhould 
do to be ſaved. 

2. If there be little or no Comforti preſence 
of the Spirit of Gad there, then our Separation i 1s 
Not. cauſleſs;. and therefore it is not Schiſm. Some 
ha ve, ſaid, that a Bottle of Wine, or a Doſe of pro- 
per Phi lick, or a Tung on the Organs, would do 
as * for dejected Souls as Diſſenters pretend to 
meet with, of Eombort is t ga their. Worſhip ; ſo lit: 
tle do many of them Tagerſtand how it it that Got 
mani feſl⸗ himſelf | to bis own, as be Aoth not to the 
World, John 14. 23. Therefore, we chooſe to at- 
tend on the Miniſtry of fach of haye more Spiritual 
Experiznce, who. may be able 0 Hen 5 1 7 in 
Haben. fa La weary, Souls. | 
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"If i in, Chur h aa be but ſtile rea! Holineſs, 
or but ak of che er of Religion and Godligeſs, 
or but little 1 a Name to live, we may 
Jeave. the Communion of any ſuch Church, e 


being guilty. of Schilm. 2. Tim. 3˙5˙ i. the For F 
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a VA in t belt Community 125 t 1 5 
© perſwaded, they were Be ler hi 555 
«ans; ſuch as ſhew'd-2n Hatred 1 Lia, 6 9 05 
to Holineſs.” What Copimunity n can a fe fo h 
Chriſtian have with ſuch a Chur 
If a Gardiner grows mote 5 and car af . | 
"Weeds than he is of uſeful, Ran and 
7 10 s Were LY ſeek. another Garden, ot 5 
ardi L 
Ik Miniſters. p reach e Aüniffess Ag 


People really live Loo 155 an q Proptizhe, 
255 1 Is 
155 8 
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775 in cl ne Gojpe 1 1 5 Where th bug? 
oth doth, not. go. Fn 
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th 7 oes og out the Vitals ben 
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MN is one, u Difſthrini "fro 
Chorch of Ez Hs e had Rake Fart it 


5 it, ſome thir WA ome Be wt MH noi 35 
* if 4 a 2 Ch ch impoſe o its Members, bg 
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Communion, of; that. N 
# his as: t TK ound of ths Oben of Erith 
Sepax ration f rom bf Church, 25 Rome. 


And "his is "the round Ke e Ra 
4000 the Church of Er gland; Stil. Iren. 
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.« which way they will; by the very amd gu- 


tyes 


9 2 ments * 


(44) 


ie ments, that any will prove Separation from th 
ve Enurckh of 12 to be awful becauſe ſhe Ne 

& quir'd unlawful things, as Conditions of her Con 
be prov'd lawful, not to cop; 
gected or unlawful Practice, re: 
urch Government, E the 


«n of by 

ane, * mir; An 
& ume, elch if the ching ſo re uir'd 

hd eripus and ſober Enquiry, . judged e 
8 by a Man's own Conſcience. in another 

DL the me Anchor jath theſe Wotds;; 

The Duties, , re quir'd of his Diſciples 
were none by ut.. 1255 as Pete neceſſary; be that 


4 i; 


40 e e, certainly did never, itend 
_ his Diſc Cl ple bf ae 9 525 7 
ran 


e, that t 
ch more Fe Chriſt Mac 
a other Co ditions of her Com mu- 
b 90 aviout did of e d Why 
ible e can, be * foch th things 
| 165 log with. 
* Gliurch, phjch are ſofficient far Siftation? Was 
"ther EVR, 7 work Tb Tue and Cyrdial Lore i 25 
hurches the times of dhe Apo 
« And yet they Ale no ſuch Terms of 
ee How will they Anſwer it, at the 1 
1 ay, far keeping Men out of: their Communion, 
y ſuch thin ngs, as they all 1 9 Will the 
* 2 Lord Jeſus ( ri thank th hem for their pretence of 
ecency and Order, when thereby they keep eil 
8 — their Church, whom. the Lord Jeſus. 
« wilt admit into Heaven? So far tl 7 Roa) 7 
The Charge of ſeſus Chriſt to dis Diſciples, is, 
Go, teach 2 to aher ue all things, 1 1 arver 7 I Joy 
commanded you, And to ſuch a Practice 
no other, — Rath affixed the Promiſe of bis 125 
Fence. with his Miniſters, and his r Matt. 


28. 30. Le, I am with you, always, fe the end of the 
World. 
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BY any Church, by virtueof Hamine Laws with 
out any Warrant from the Word of God, ca 
out of their, Cammuaion ſuch as held no. Ei 
Doctrines, nor wers guilty-,of ;any evil Practices, 
then, that Chytch: muſt ale N 1 ſelf the Charge 

of Schirm. $0155, 

This was the yery Foundation of our Fathers 
diſenting-from;the Church of England, when. in 
the Year. 1663.:,ſhe EKby the ſame Spirit with. choſe 
Men, Dan. 6. 5. ] caſt out abont two Thouſagd 
Godly Miniſters, purely hegauſe; they could not 
Sig: againſt Chriſt) and their ou Conſciences, in 
bringing into;the-Ghurches unneceſſary Ceremonies. 
And herein it ainlyfiappears othat the Schiſm is 
jaltly chargeable on the Church, (not on them that 
were caſt ont); bevanſe that Act Was made on pur- 
poſe to caſt them out; for ſome of the Actors ſaid 
before that dayſcame, that they were afraid the P Pref? 
byterians moulel continue in the Church. 

But if they auld not let thele Godly Miaiſters 
Preach in the Churches any longer, it is ſtrange 
they could think, tha d ſhut their. 
Mouths, and obey them rather than God: For 
God had given thegy a Commiſſion to Preach, and 
had ſeal'd it, 1 Cor. 9. 2. and 'no Command of Men 
cduld acquit them f their Awful Charge, Gr 
9.16. Neceſſs eh vs * upon e wo unto me, if 1 
Preach not the 

By theſe very 4 God hath per ſaded many 
of dur Fathers to turn from Sin to Chriſt; there- 
fore they choſe, rather to diſſent from the Church 
than from the Miniſtry of thoſe Godly Men; and 
the rather, becauſe they ſaw: that moſt of their 
Places, in the Churches, were very poorly fill'd up, 
Lviz. by Ignorant: or Scandalous Men.] And as 
our Fathers followed theſe Godly Men, in their 
Faith and Converſation ; ſo, with Paternal and 


Lala Affection, they have charged many of ws 


„ 3 
to follow them, in their Doctrines and holy Life. 
Thus the Church of England hath, unjuſtly, dri- 
ven us out; and then they uncharitably condemn 
us for Schiſm: It is plain that the Sin lies at their 
Door, and we muſt ſee ſome hopeful Signs of theit 
Repentance, for that Sin, before they may expect 
us to return to their Communion. de 
n RRASON VI. 1 
If ſuch as leave the Communion of the Church 
bave-a Lawful Diſmiſſion from the Church, they 
are not guilty of Schifm. =» 
This is the Caſe of all Diſſenters in England, even 
of thoſe that once were of the Church of England. 
This Diſmiſſion we have in the Act of Toleration; 
which is an Act of the King, who is own'd. 
them ſelves to be the Head of the Church, over all Por. 
ſens, and in all Cauſes, both Eccleſiaſtical and Cluit: 
Therefore it is too bold and daring for Men;' that 
call themſelves Leyaliſts, and eſpecially for Paſſive« 
Obedience Profeſſors, to charge Diſſenters with 
Schiſm, as long as that AR is in Force. 


> 
1 - DART III. eng, BoA 
Some conniion Objodlious, brought by Church- 
WER men againſt Diſſenters, Anſwer” 87 


Obj. 1. © O's Church is of older faxding than 


—— 


8. yours. | ew #1651 
Anſw. And the Church of Nome is older than 
fours ; for we read that the Myſtery of Iniquity 

— to work in the Apoſtles time, 2 Theſſ 2.7. If 
there was any thing in this Argument, you and we 
muſt both turn Papifts, We are bid to enquire aſter 
the good Old Way, Jer. 6. 16. but it muſt be good as 
well as old, elſe we muſt not wall in ir. 5 

| An 


47 
And yet, if our Diſſenting Churches agree with 
Apoſtollcal Dogrines, and Rules of Divine Wor- 
ſhip, and Godly Diſcipline, better than 3 
our Churches are, truly, Ider than yours. o de- 
cide this matter, we are heartily willing to ſtand 
the Tryal of the Scriptures and of the Fathers for 
the firſt Three Hundred Years after the Aſcenſion 
of Chriſt. n 
Obj. 2. * The Church of England is eſtabliſhed by 
t Law, your Churches are not. | 
Anſw. And yo we do not cry ont, that our Church 
it in Danger; for we know it is founded upon the 
Rock of Ages. Matt. 16. 18. Upon this Rock I will 
build ” Church, and the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail 
ainſt it. | Fey 
We conclude, from hence, that the Church; 
which is often in Danger, cannot be the Church 
of Chriſt; or that Church which is built on Chriſt 
The Laws of our Land favour us more than the 
Laws did Jeſt Chriſt and his Apoſtles; for thus they 
argue agaiaſt Chriſt, We have 4 Lam, and by our Law 
he ought to dye, John 19. 7. Thanks be to God, 
our Churches are Eſtabliſhed by the Laws of Hea- 
ven: And yet, as we hold to the moſt and beſt of 
the Thrity Nine Articles, which were eſtabliſhed by 
Law, ſo our Doctrine, if not our Churches, axe 
eſtabliſh'd by Law. But ſuppoſe they are not eſtab- 
liſh'd by Human Law, their Conſtitution is ſuch 
that they don't need ſuch Eſtabliſhment, and that 
Church is in a poor condition that does need it. 
Obj. 3. © Our Places of Worſhip are Holy, yours 
r a dens 
Anw. We know no difference of Places, now, 
ſinoe the coming of Feſw Chriſt; John 4. 21. Yours 
are Holy, only as they are ſet apart for God's 
Worlbip, Kad ſo ars ours. INN 
But if your. Places of Divine Worſhip are Holy, 
it's pity the logs. themſelves ate not tmore 
Cs Cn" 


4 * N 
020). 
15 reeable to theit Holy Places The Place 48 do: 
ng to us; or We had r ther hear Jeſus Chriſt, 
* che pure] Word of 5 reached in a Thatch 0 
uſe, than, s Learned Oration in a Stately Ca- 
t hed where Faith i in Chriſt, And the Neceſlity © 
the New, Birth, and the Power of the Spirit of G 
with the Word in order thereto, ſhould he ſeldom 
Heardof. , 
8 can hear the Word, EO the Difciples 3 
| bet on. a Mountain, or out of a Ship 
10 an Houſe, of in a Barn, (God once choſe aThieſh: 
KEY Elogr to raiſe ie thi T emple'from,* 2 Chron. 3. f. 
ſo he hath ſinte rad many a Goſpel Church, 
from the Pure and Powerful Ig the Goſpel: 
in ſuch a. place, ſeperati Chalf from the 
Vheat, and ming his We mc of Life to 
Souls y f "4 by 4 © 95 
"If we can but hear of Cri and his Salvation; 
matter not in what Place; let it be at Ephrata, 
the Fi «ds of the Wood, Pſal. 132. 6. nd ſo can ot * 
fometime es, When they pleaſe,\,o of 2 Market. 
Croft, or under a Tree, or a Sti or in the v- 
Pen Field, which are not Holy, in hate own Senfe. 


Obj. 4. de Bo you, Diſſenrers, think you are in tie 


et R. h 
4 Right, ant 


b 


all our Learned Biſhops and Doctors 
in the Wrong? We have both the greateſt Men, 

afid the greateſt Number da ee 9. at er 
Anſw. We own. it; and ſo had'th Jews, ip fl. the 


4 poſtles Time; and ſo. had the Papiſt: 947 the Refor- 


3 Rev. 13. 3, The whole orl 4555 after the 
We wonder not to hear the old cry, Have 
Any 5 the Rulers, or of the Phariſees, believed on OY 
What if they do not, will it follow that we muff not 
believe? It may be, they are not to be Called E 
ally; for it is ſaid, 1 Cor. 1. 26. Le fee ö Calin 
© Brethren, bow that not many Wit Men after the F 
at many Mighty, not many Noble are called: But 4; 
© Fooliſh,, t the Weak, the Fae, and the Deſpiſed, that God 
2 might <; epnife found the Wile and the Mi ey: Little did 


the 
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the Chief: Prleſtas, Scribes and Phariſees, with the 
Body of the Fewiſh Nation, think, that a few mean 
Diſſenters from the National Worſhip were in che 
Right, and all they in the Wrong: They were ſo far 
from that Thought, that they counted them Ig- 
norant, Deluded and Curſed: This People that know- 
erh not the Law are Curſed. If Chriſt's Diſciples were 
10 go in the Way that the Moſt, or the Greateſt gg 
they might have noCroſs to take up, which Chriſt's 
Followers are ſure to meet with. 5 
When the Spirit of God would ſhew us how few 
they are, that bear witneſs to the Truths of Chriſt, 
he calls them Two Witneſſes, Re. 11. 3. to teach us 
not to chooſe our Religion by Multitudes, or reject 
Doctrines, becauſe few believe them; for that may 
be the Right Way which fem find, Matt. 7. 14. and 
fewer care ts walk in, when they know it. 
We think they have little reaſon to boaſt of their 
'Multitudes, but rather #0 bluſh for their vain Con- 
ver ſation; for Multitudes of graceleſs Profeſſors;do 
but diſgrate any Profeſſion, and keep Serious Ohri - 
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Rians out of their Commun ion. 

Obj. 5. mon want Unity in their Churches, 
de they are of ſo many Opinions, that there is no 
« End of them. | e TOS | © 


Anſw. We: could 'wiſh it might be truly ſaid of 


all that believe, among Diſſenters, as was ſaid of 
che Primitive Chriſtians, chat the Multitude of 
them were all of one Heart, and one Soul, Acts 4. 32. 
However, if a little after that, St. Paul and Barna- 
vas fall out, we ſhall not condema their Doctrines, 
or be afraid of their Way: For it was the Way of 

God, tho? they ſtumbled in it. 

And truly the Church hath little more reaſon to 
boaſt of Unity than we have: Witneſs the warm 
Diſputes and Diuiſions in Convocation, and the 
wide Diviſions of High and Low-Church; the Dis- 
ference in Doctrines, and manner of Reading the 
Prayers; ſome ſay all themſelves, others N 
7 e er 


(305), * 
Clerk ſay half the Prayers ; ſome ure for Organ! 
and Anchms ate diſlike them; ſome bow at the 
Name Jeſus, others diſlike it; ſome bow towards 
the Euſt; others diſapprove of the practice (as Heas 
theniſh, or as one of Exetiel's Abominations, Exel. 
8. 16.) Some are for kneeling at Baptiſm, others 
in the Church will not ſubmit to it; the moſt Ad- 
miniſter, the Sacrament but three times a Year, o- 
thers do it every Month, and ſome every Lord' rf 
Some never read Prayers in the Church on Week- 
Days, others think they are bound to do it every 
Day, and others compound for Wedneſday and Friday. 

And the Worſhip in the Cathedral \aiffers very 
much from that in the Pariſh Churches. 

The Mother hath her Singing Aden and Boys, by 
the Doxens, in their Surplices; [this is all the Ho- 
lineſs that theſe Men have; as ſoon as they have 
done Acting here, they are alſo Actors in the Play- 
houſes, J the Daughters content themſelves with 
one Clerk a- piece, and allow him no Sur plice; tho, 
in truth, ehey need ſuch an Emblem of Holineſs.as 
much as the — for they are often Men of moſt 


wicked Lives. The Mother Sings her Prazers (as 


if ſhe was not in earneſt) the Danglters Read t Irs, 
tho? formal enough. 

Many of the Church of E gland, themſelves, are 
even Sick to ſee and hear Cathedral Decency and 
Order. © But if all in the Church of England were 
of one Mind, God will one Day convince Men, 
© that the Unity of the Church lies more in the 
< Unity of Faith 4 Affection, than in the Unifer - 
“ mity of Poubtful Rights one Ceremonies; as ſaith 


their own Bp. Stil. 7 
and is more Char- 


Obj. 6. The Church of E 
cc ade than Diſleating Churches are. 
Anſw. Let every one ſpeak as they find; we know 
the Church hath How her Charity to ſome many 
ways, as in her For 1 of Offences, tho? on 


the lighteſt Hints of 


orrow; and in ſettling ie 
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tal Vearly Incomes on very undeſerving Perſons, 
both Clergy and Laity 3 this made an old Doctor 
ſay, (while he was ſweeping the Money into the Bag) 
« Well, our Church is the beſt-conſtituted Church 
« jn the World: 7c 1 % ns 7 
' Tho? ſome, whoſe Hearts are right with God, 
have higher Ends in Mg Pal the Church, yer 
many cry up the Church, for no better aud than 
the Craftſmen did Diana, leſt their gain ſhould. be 
loft. Fram ſuch Money-changers, the Church needs 
to be purged, as Jeſus Chriſt did the Temple, with « 
Sourge Cordes 28 
None make ſo much Noiſe of the Church, as 
thoſe that ſeldom came there, or if they do, ;are 
the 22 Diſgrace to it; ſuch as haye little to 
ſay for Religion, and who Practice leſs than, they 
know: Unlef we allow theſe to be Acts of Religion, 
1. Their Drinking Healths 4% the Church, as ff 
ſhe was always in a Sickly Condition: - Bros pete 
2. Their /Forxſwearing/themfelves at Bleftions 
under pretence of upbolding the Church. Whats is the 
Church in ſuch àᷣ poor plight as to need the Horges 
of Hell tocrehieye it? Hut, O Shame! that gn of 
the Clergy nau'd do ſo! Well, it ſeems, Diſſenters 
are Uncharitable, and yet, I never heard of any 
one Diſſenten in my. Life, that-wiſh'd or drank he 
Damnation of the Church-Men : But have 'heagd 
Parſans, as well as others, drink the Diſſenters Dam- 
nation. (Cold Charity!) Neither is that any nota- 
dle Piece of the Churches Charity, that will not part 
with a few indifferent things, tho it were to ſave the 
Diſſenters from Damnation. Not to ſay any thing 
of the heavy Fines and Impriſonments, whereby 
they have perſecuted many Diſſenters to their 
Graves, and their Families to extream Poverty. 
If any, among us, tranſgreſs Goſpel-Rules, we 
rebuke and exhort; and if they deſerve it, we caſt 
them out of the Church; and if they give evidence 
of Repentance, we are ready to take them in again 
with Joy. But 
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But we cannot believe that a Man is ſorry for his 
Sin of Drunkenneſs, when he continues to ꝓractiſe 
it; or that a Man is ſorry for his Sins; on the 
Lord's-Day, that returns to them all the Week » 
We think we have no Warrant for ſuch Charity. 
cee Si vs 1 % „„ al 
if the Church of England would but remove theſs 
Cauſes of Offence, they ſhould ſoon ſee that we and 
our People would return to their Communion, pro- 
vided they deſire it (which we greatly queſtion) 
But till then, we take the Liberty, by Law, allow 
us; that is, Peaceably to withdraw our ſelves from 
their Communion; and therein to take pi 
Croſs, and follow the Lord Jeſas Chriſt ; being 
willing to fubmit to Poverty, Diſgrace ad Cond 
tempt, in the World, rather than to Sin againſt 
God and our Conſtiences; and betray the Honour, 
that is due alone to our Lord jeſus Chriſt, into the 
Hands of Men, with a Kiſs and Comiplement of 
Hail taſter. We do not diſturb the Church of 
England in their! Worſhip ;- we do nt call theld 
Members to come to us ; or if any af our cammis 
Hearers go to the Church, and abide there, we 
do not invite them back. And if, after all his, 
they will condemn:us, let ius comfort our ſelves 
that God is with:-ns; - bleſſing our Miniſtry, fax 
Sinnners Converſion, and Believers Comfort and 
Growth in Grace. 0 blog) e 
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